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There was some con-
tinuing follow-up with the
ITTS member states after
the TRB “Innovations in
Freight Data Workshop’,
especially on the related
ITTS meetings held before
and after the conference.

ITTS also organized a
conference call between
the member states and
FHWA staff to discuss state
freight plans.

Finally, work on the
data integration project is
nearing completion, and
| am starting to post the
training videos as they
become available.

ITTS has created a private
YouTube channel to better
share training videos and
other materials.
Please contact Bruce/Judy
for the login details.
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2017 Freight in the Southeast
Conference Summary

The summary was developed to provide information about the materials presented. The
bulleted list below represents some of the notes | took away but you can read the detailed
notes for each panel if you want more information. One could also view the presentation
materials that are available on the ITTS website.

ITTS is tentatively planning the next Freight in the Southeast Conference to be in Saint
Louis, April 2018. We hope you will make plans to join us!

® The Federal Reserve Bank sees transportation
as an important indicator of the southeastern
economy.

® The Southeast mirrors national economic
trends, and the economic forecasts predict the
national economy to grow at around 2% over
the next few years.

® Housing starts have increased over the last
few years, but remain below historic highs.
Retail sales have largely recovered from the
“Great Recession”.

® Megaregions will dominate the question of
rail access and market penetration for new
terminal development.

® Intermodal terminal development will be
partially driven by ports seeking to expedite
cargo surges (and capture market share), but
there are domestic cargos who may benefit
from such services.

® Not every community needs a rail facility,
especially if a railroad can provide services
through existing/planned services. It is often
challenging to remind people that simply
because they have a “great facility” it may not
be viable to the railroad operator.

® Rail intermodal must be competitive with
truck to attract shippers.

® The “bioenergy supply chain” remains a criti-
cal challenge in the development of biomass
as a sustainable fuel source, due to the cost of
transportation; the implications that biomass
quality has on conversion process; the risks
associated with biomass supply and cost, etc.

® Export demand, from new plants in Europe
and Asia, should remain strong over the next
two years, but a mild winter in Europe damp-
ened short term exports.

® For shippers to use non-highway modes,
there must be strong leadership to adopt to
these “new” risks, for modal alternatives to be
successful with time and money management.

® The public sector encourages non-highway
transportation options, but may require cre-
ative incentives to support development of the
“seed cargo” needed to make a service viable.

® Regarding waterways, new containerized ser-
vices exist, but their widespread adoption may
be limited as maintenance (funding) challenges
have led to some sections being “unavailable”to
support ongoing commercial maritime traffic.
“Exports matter’, supporting 1.45 million jobs in
Southeast. Georgia is the third largest exporter,
as a state of origin, in the Southeast.

Continued
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It's summer, and as such, it's “driving
season”as we head to the beach, the moun-
tains, or to see family and friends. For some
of us, summer travel may occur on unfamiliar
roads. That unfamiliarity, especially as we
have no “landmarks” to show us where we
are heading, can be a problem. Like most
people, | currently use a GPS app on my
phone, but such was not always the case.

In the old days, it was possible to get
lost without any “electronic” assistance.
When | was 22, |

»LAMBERT’S LAGNIAPPE

la-gniappe |lan’yap | :
something given as a bonus or extra gift.

For most people, road construction
and/or congestion represents a “prob-
lem”, but as we rely more upon electronic
driver notifications and apps, we may find
ourselves in even worse traffic conditions
(which | recently experienced in the form
of a two- to three-hour delay slugging
through 1-95 on Memorial Day Weekend).
Even with more information, | and my clos-
est 10,000 friends, were all doing the same
thing, inching along a two-lane road in

central Virginia,

rented a car and
drove from East
Lansing, Michigan
to Windsor,
Canada, simply to
say | had been in
another country
(The things you
do when you're
young...). Traveling
through Detroit, |
hit massive road
construction, and
with no map or
GPS, | managed to find the Ambassador
Bridge. With the inspection (yes, | went to
secondary inspection) completed, | enjoyed
aquiet afternoon sampling the local culture,
only to hit Detroit rush hour later when |
returned to East Lansing. However, as | get
old older, one of the best parts of the “story”
was simply trying to find the Ambassador
Bridge (bridges are hard to misplace!)

which | am sure
did nothing for
the local road-
ways!

I am sure
that autono-
mous vehicles
and connected
streets can aid
me in finding
a bridge or
managing traffic.
However, after
lately sitting
through several traffic delays, I'm unsure as
to how future knowledge of traffic condi-
tions will change my driving behavior.
Unlike in the past, today | do know where
| am going and much more about traffic
conditions as | cruise along at five miles
an hour. | just don’t know if | will have
much of a story to tell about being lost in
a strange land. =
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Continued from page 1

® Focusis needed on engaging small businesses
in trade, as these firms have higher multipliers
to their local economy when they depend on
export activities as a mainline business activity.
Non-exporting firms tend to respond better to
trade opportunities when working with other
small businesses who are currently engaged in
export activities.

® Ports are actively seeking increased federal
funding for infrastructure projects, including
greater access to Harbor Maintenance Trust
Funds (dredging) and FAST-Act provisions
(landside access).

® The relationship dynamic of manufacturing
to labor costs is often misunderstood. Most
trade agreements seek to improve access for
U.S. firms into various foreign markets.

® The Southeast tends to ship “heavier” con-
tainerized products, so there is demand by
industry to harmonize state weight limits for
export cargos.

® Thereisa growing need to link ports to inland
rail services to better manage cargo surges gen-
erated from large containerized ships, largely
to satisfy ocean carriers’ schedules and reduce
demurrage costs to shippers.
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